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vervone keeps telling me thar |
should have my formal pictures
done before the ceremony. I

thoughrt it was bad luck 1o see the groom

hefore the wedding. 1s this true? Should 1

wait to have all the posed pictures afrer

the wedding?

raditionally it is said that the bride and

groom shouldnt see each other betore the

wedding However, times have changded

and realistically it is more feasible if the bride

and groom do see each other betore the

wedding. Otherwise, your guests wait at the

reception for you to get all your piciures
done after the wedding Many couples
decide 10 see each other before the wed
ding bun plan an intimate moment where
they see each other for the first time in a pri

vale setting. 1l yol e dead sel on not sex

ing him before the ceremony. plan a cocklail
hour at vour reception lirst so guests can get

some appetizers and drinks while they wait
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for yvou. You should also take photos ol
the bride's side and the groom's side sepa
rately before the wedding so there are as

lew piciures as possible needed 1o be

Ceremony

taken after the

Where do | get a marriage license? Dol

necd to get a blood test?  How far in

advance do | need 1o do all this?
If vou are

geting menried in Oregon, you can

gt an application for a marriage license al

any Oregon county marriage livense depart
ment. The Mulinomah County office is locat
ed at 501 SE Hawthome off the first floor

lobby. The phone number is 503 988.3027

You do not need o have a blood est in

Oregon.  with s60 cash and a completed

application, you just turm it in and the eense

is valid three davs later. Remember, that the

application is only for GO days

My best friend is a man and 1 want him 1o
be in my wedding party. My fiancé doesn’t

care but his family thinks it is weird.

Should I choose all women because tradi-

tionally hat is what brides do

cmber that even nice 1o

though it is
thoughts and feelings. it is

able

think of others

vour wedding and yvou should I 1o leel

good aboul making a decision based on

what you and vour hance warnl Today

bridles and grooms are not entirely iollowing

radition, rather they wamn 1o start their own

traditions. A wedding should reflect the cou

ple's wishes. If vour best friend wasnt in the

wedding party, then | would say that is not

reflecting what you want {or your wedding

when it comes 1o the wedding day, you

should be able 1o have vour best nend

standing by vour side.  Explain your [eelings
10 vour groom's family and ask them (o try
and understand that this is something that is
important t© you. Hopefully in all the plan

ning. they will forget that they even cared

and 1 can guaramee that it will not be the

focal point on the wedding day

My family keeps asking me if 1 plan on
having a program. | don’t even know what
is supposed to go in a program or if it's
something | have to have. How do | deter-

mine if 1 should have a program produced

and if so what do I put in it?

Having a program is a personal decision

between the bride and groom and possibly

whoever else may be giving input. IU's nice

10 have something © hand vour guests as

they walk into your ceremony. some ol the

guests may not know who your wedding

Party IS, What your grooms parciis names

are, or who is reading the poem that is so

dear 1o your hean \ program can simply
Or | can

YO

outline who is in the wedding parry

o into great detail about the ceremony

can also dive information about the recep

tion in the program including directions in

case someone didnt bring their invitation
AlsOo. sometimes included is a thank vou
from the bride and groom 1o their guests (or

coming to their wedding and helping them

celebrate their special dany I recommend

geting vour program procduced by the same

company that produces your invitation so

than there is continuity berween them The

program can be a Keepsake that vou and
vour family will Keep as parn ol the wedding

memaories

I am going 10 have assigned seating ar my
wedding reception and 1 am wondering if 1
should seat children with their parents or
all rogether ar a special children’s table,
what will work better to keep them well
old do the children

behaved?  And how

need 1w be before they can sit by them-

selves?

Having a separate table for the children is a

good idea, especially during a sit down din

ner. You can have child-iriendly tood served

o them. vou can decorate the 1able maore

casually. and if they are all wogether they will

hopefully emernain themselves.  You might

warnt 10 make sure

that the parents ol 1

children are seated at a table nearby so that

they can keep an eye on their Kids. 1 would

say that it is hard 1o say how old children

should be betore sitting by themselves. its

probably going to depend on the child, bu

vou might want to ask the parents il they
prefer the Kids be seated with them or if they

feel comiortable enough 1o have them seat

ed at the childrens table \nother idea, i

vou plan on having a lot of children at th

wedding, is 10 have a separate: room for th

Kids 10 hang out IHirir a professional

babvsitier or asking a friend of a friend 1o

watch the children is a good idea. Load up

the room with napping supplies, games

snacks and a VCR 1or movies. res




